
	
 

Submission Guidelines for the Mapping China Features 

Mapping China accepts submission of features of original content by students on all levels, including 
students at the early stages of their PhD and recent graduates that engage in scholarly discussion 
about China.  

Features can be handed in at any time.  

The Features section is accepting work that has been previously published elsewhere, but only if 
there is no conflict of interest between the previous publisher and a re-submission. It is the author’s 
sole responsibility to ensure that no previous contracts or understandings are violated.   

Additionally, authors wishing to publish work that has been submitted and graded as part of a 
University degree need to make sure that their University guidelines allow publication. This is the 
sole responsibility of the author.  

Regulations for Handing in Work 

Features are accepted at all times through the online portal and/or after contacting 
info@mappingchina.org.  

For specific questions regarding the Features section directly contact juliatatra@gmx.de. For general 
inquiries contact info@mappingchina.org   

Kindly include a cover page with the title of the submission, the author’s name, affiliation, highest 
level of education, email address and phone number. Kindly also include a short author’s bio and a 
picture of yourself if you wish to publish one.  

Process after Submission 

MC employs an in-house editorial assessment for any submission to Features Section. In exceptional 
cases external reviewers are employed for further evaluation.  

Authors should be prepared for at least one stage of review after which submissions to the Features 
Section are either accepted, rejected or marked for further revision. Revision should not take longer 
than one month.   

All accepted manuscripts are copyedited by MC for language and style. All changes will be tracked 
and approved by the author. The author will also receive the first galley proofs for inspection. At this 
stage, no changes may be made in the text or notes, except for corrections of errors. Authors are 
responsible for obtaining permission from copyright holders where necessary – for example, stanzas 
of a poem, maps, photographs, illustrations, posters, tables, figures, or text exceeding the maximum 
length permitted by copyright law. 

 



	
 

General Manuscript Preparation  

• MC is using this Harvard Style Guide for citation. Please refer to it. For specific questions 
on the required citation kindly check the citation style guide.  

• Tables and figures may be included in the text and should be numerically ordered. They 
may contain captions. 

• Any use of Mandarin Chinese is allowed and encouraged. Citation should be: pinyin in italics 
followed by characters followed by a direct translation in square brackets. 

• Kindly use Times New Roman font with a text size of 12. Main titles should be in size 16, 
titles in size 14 and subtitles in 12. The text should be 1.5 spaced throughout. All paragraphs 
should be justified. Kindly only leave one space between sentences and after colons.  

Features Manuscript Preparation 

• Features discuss a current and relevant topic about China. The authors are free to choose 
any topic they like but the topic should be relevant to the public discussion about China. 

• Features do not have to follow academic guidelines. Authors may reference their text where 
necessary and are invited to publish further readings for the readers.  

• Features should discuss a topic of current news around China and should include the 
author’s point of view. Features do not have to be based in current academic discourse.  

• The languages of Features may have the style of a newspaper feature. Authors are invited to 
discuss a topic controversially but based on facts that should be included in the feature.  

• Co-authored Features are accepted. Kindly provide all authors’ details on the cover page.  
• Features are accepted in both English and German. 
• If the author is not a native English speaker, kindly ensure a high level of language 

competency before submission. This means that the paper should be proofread by a native 
or almost-native English speaker. Working Papers whose arguments are not clear due to 
language cannot be accepted for publication on the website. Additionally, if the paper is 
written in German by a non-native German speaker the same standards are applied.   

• Features are accepted based on their relevance to the current discourse on China, language 
and style and the interest of the topic for the reader, as well as the originality of the arguments 
of the author.  

 

 


