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Editors’ Note 
By Aya Adachi, Tatjana Romig and Julia Tatrai 
 
Mapping China was founded as a network to connect students working on China with a social 
science approach in order to foster exchange and knowledge among a new generation of academics 
observing China. Although founded and based in Germany, Mapping China now connects 
students and young professionals from all over Europe. Out of this network grew a student think 
tank explicitly aimed at giving young voices a broader audience and the opportunity to contribute 
to academic discussions early on in their career. The numerous submissions and contributions to 
the project reflect the willingness and eagerness of a new generation of China scholars to actively 
shape the dynamic debates on China. Moreover, Mapping China intends to democratise academic 
discussions by offering additional opportunities for publishing bright, young voices in China 
studies.  
 
The double-blind peer reviewed Mapping China Journal (MCJ) embodies the principles stated 
above and is the result of the cumulative effort of the Advisory Board, the Editorial Team, the 
Peer Reviewers, the Language Editor and the Proof-readers and most importantly the Authors. 
Most of them contributed their time freely and without their support, the publishing of the MCJ 
would not have been possible. We are very lucky to have found dedicated individuals committed 
to integrating students in the academic conversations on China and we hope to work with them 
on the next issue of the MCJ as well.  
 
In a total of three Call for Papers and one Call for Essays published in the years 2016 and 2017, 
students were asked to hand in their original work on four different topics which can be found on 
the homepage and are reflected in the structure of this issue of MCJ. The selected student papers 
reflect the interdisciplinary nature of the MCJ, not only due to the variety of perspectives, but also 
due to the diverging backgrounds of the student authors ranging from China studies to other area 
studies and disciplines within social science.  
 
Although only the last Call for Papers “The Impact of the Belt and Road Initiative on Africa, Asia 
and the EU” explicitly aimed at analyzing the effects of China’s flagship initiative, the overall 
majority of papers handed in focused on the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) as a starting point. This 
is reflected in the high number of papers dealing with topics linked to BRI in this Journal. Although 
BRI is certainly an important element of China’s international relations in the 21st century, and this 
importance is currently reflected in academic debate, the editors take the view that other initiatives, 
organizations, and dynamics deserve our attention in order to account for a fuller picture of China’s 
integration and disintegration processes in the 21st Century. The MCJ therefore features three 
papers with an explicit non-BRI focus. Interesting to note is that although BRI is thought to link 
not only Central Asia and Europe, but also South-East Asia and Africa through the maritime trade 
route, not a single paper was handed in looking at the maritime aspect of Belt and Road. This is an 
interesting future sector of study in which student voices should also find their part.  
 
We hope that all readers will enjoy reading our nine student essays. We also want to encourage 
other students to engage in the academic debates and provide fresh and new insights to the study 
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of Chinese politics by commenting on or handing in responses to our papers, as well as by writing 
for the next issue of the MCJ in 2018.  
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Introduction 

By Aya Adachi, Tatjana Romig and Julia Tatrai 
 
In a world where old certainties have become unsure, China is increasingly searching for its place 
on the global world stage. Though China remains a newcomer on the international stage, almost 
40 years of engagement with the outside world under the leadership of the Communist Party of 
China – and in some cases in Africa and Asia that period of engagement dates back much longer 
– have started to generate change both within the global power structures as well as for the Chinese 
perceptions of its own leadership. Some claim that China has become assertive – for example in 
the South China Sea – or that China is building up a parallel institutional structure, for example by 
founding the AIIB. Others claim that China is still far from holding a role as a responsible 
stakeholder in the international system, given its human rights track record. To assess these 
competing and interwoven dynamics, the Mapping China Journal (MCJ) combines different 
perspectives on Chinese integration and/or disintegration on three different continents, namely 
Asia, Africa and Europe, to answer some of the most important questions surrounding China’s 
rise in the 20th and 21st centuries. Will we experience a disintegration of our current international 
system or a deepening integration of the world? Furthermore, what role will China play in these 
global, political, and economic scenarios in the future? 
 
Part 1: The Impact of the Belt and Road Initiative on Asia and the EU 
BRI has attracted scholarly and public attention as China’s most visible and prolific integration 
project to date. The impact of a full implementation of BRI has sparked several controversial 
debates. Most experts agree that BRI has the potential to significantly impact global politics in the 
future if it can reach its full potential. Yet its funding, scope, and results remain ambiguous—
something that is reflected in the two vastly different perspectives the chosen papers employ. 
Samuell Maxwell Smith explores BRI as a global projection of a Chinese ideology and calls for 
the EU to note the diverging interests and (political) costs for the opportunities presented by its 
implementation. While Smith is concerned with the ideological overtones and its implications for 
the EU, Nicola Hoochhausen investigates BRI from the viewpoint of China’s neighbour 
Pakistan. Taking the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor as her case study, Hoochhausen argues 
that China addresses the urgent need for economic development and infrastructure of Pakistan, 
thus making an offer too good to refuse. Hence, the essays offer diverging perspectives on how 
host countries of the BRI weigh the opportunities and the costs of the initiative.  
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Part 2: Integration in Asia? Mapping Domestic and Regional Challenges for China 
Scholars are increasingly applying new theoretical approaches to the study of regionalism; for 
example, by focusing on Asia, and studying regional dynamics outside of the European Union. 
Today Asia as a region of study is facing a multitude of partly overlapping integration and 
disintegration processes, where institutions and actors follow conflicting and reinforcing strategies 
of integration. China as a major rising power is playing an increasingly important, and at times 
contradictory, role in its handling of security issues, domestic ambitions, relations to neighbouring 
states and the framing of its ‘Chinese dream.’ China is increasingly emerging as an actor in regional 
politics, rather than being passive and acted upon.  
 
The two contributions in this section not only offer an analysis of China’s behaviour in different 
regional initiatives, but they also draw on different theoretical arguments. Tobias Adam presents 
three distinct reasons why China could use BRI to broaden its soft power strategy and boost its 
international image. Additionally, Adam argues for an extension of Joseph Nye's concept of soft 
power that recognizes the possible attractive power of a country's economy. The contribution by 
Kim Vender applies a role theoretical approach to studying China’s foreign policy in economic 
integration processes in the Asia-Pacific, especially the establishment of a Free Trade Area of the 
Asia-Pacific. Thereby, Vender argues that China has developed an increasingly diverse 
understanding of its foreign policy roles and is more and more willing to take on international 
responsibility. Although the two contributions analyse China’s engagement in different institutional 
contexts – within BRI as a Chinese proposal or within the existing regional structures of economic 
integration in the Asia-Pacific– Adam and Vender arrive at a similar conclusion: China increasingly 
aims to find its place in regional integration processes in Asia. 

 
Part 3: Maturing Relations Between China and Africa: What’s Special in the “Special 
Relationship”?  
China’s foreign direct investments and a deepening relationship with a number of African states 
have been a topic of academic and popular debate since the early 2000s. The key features in this 
journal regard the China in Africa debate, and focus on Chinese rhetoric, Chinese non-compliance 
to ODA-DAC standards, the question whether African countries could develop with the help of 
Chinese investment, the local opinions and perspectives of Africans, and the calling out of bad 
practices of Chinese SOEs and private firms active in Africa.  
 
Despite the fact that China and African states like Mozambique or the Democratic Republic of 
Congo can look back at years and years of contact and engagement, academia has only recently 
started focusing on maturing relations between China and Africa. That China has become a fixed 
feature on the African continent is no secret and with a formalisation of relations through the 
Forum on China–Africa Cooperation, new focus areas of research have opened up. The two 
contributions by Julia Breuer and Philipp Hertling emphasise this point: both are looking at 
relatively “new” phenomena in research. Julia Breuer argues not only for African advocacy, but 
also for taking serious what Africans have to contribute to the China in Africa debate. Too often 
European and American scholarship dominates over African contributions to the debate. Breuer 
gives an in-depth overview of existing African scholarships to overcome this information gap. 
Philipp Hertling further looks at a field that is attracting increasing interest in both academia and 
media: the rise of Chinese cultural institutions such as China Global Television Network(CGTN) 
Africa or Confucius institutes and the subsequent questions of influence, power and propaganda. 
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Hertling analyses CGTN Africa’s program to answer the question how CGTN Africa portrays 
the Chinese-African relationship(s).  
 
Part 4: Changing Dynamics Between a Fragmented EU and China’s Rise as Rule-shaper 
in Global Politics 
Both China and the EU are relatively new actors in global politics. The EU has long faced 
constraints in defining its role in global politics. In recent years, China has increasingly acted as a 
rule-shaper in global affairs. As interdependent trade partners, both sides have vested interests in 
being able to enjoy maximum access to each other’s markets. However, disagreements over human 
rights, arms embargoes, market access, and trade conflicts have constrained China-EU relations 
and their proclaimed strategic partnership. While the partnership has been elevated from when it 
was first announced (2003), to include the EU-China 2020 Strategic Agenda for Cooperation that 
lays out four areas, it has not been operationalized nor does the non-binding nature of the agenda 
encourage utilization of the strategic partnership. Furthermore, while the EU is faced with 
economic and political crises in the face of severe challenges (from national debts to refugees) that 
fuel disunity and disintegration, China prefers bilateral relations to engagement with the EU as a 
whole.  
 
The contributions in this section capture the implications that the Belt and Road Initiative has for 
the EU. The essays offer three perspectives on how different levels within the EU are influenced 
by the BRI: Barbara Pongratz presents recommendations for the EU level; Paulina Karanek 
provides insights from Chinese investments in one of the members states; while Laura Henneke 
showcases impacts on socio-spatiality in European cities. Pongratz weighs positive against negative 
implications of the BRI for the EU and concludes that in order for both China and the EU to 
make full use of the potential opportunities a framework for cooperation should be created and 
offers a number of policy recommendations to overcome the issue of disunity of the EU with 
regards to China. Karanek offers some insights from Chinese activities in Poland by placing 
Chinese investments – that have gradually increased in Poland since the global financial crisis – 
into the context of recent positive shifts in polish media coverage on China since the launch of the 
BRI and the 16+1. By looking at cases – such as Fuenlabrada, Spain and Tbilisi, Georgia – 
Henneke claims that large Chinese infrastructure projects have an impact on socio-spatiality in 
European cities. She argues that the BRI generates globalisation of Chinese architectural features 
and infrastructural characteristics that consequently affect the use of space and everyday lives of 
the people who inhabit such places.  


